








SUBJECT Agricultural pr6éduction in Bahrein and Sandi Arabia. 





James Terry Duce, Vice President of California Arabian 
Standard 011 | ile called at the Department 
requesting name of an agricultural expert 
in connection with desire of Company to increase,- 
to obviate the necessity of large food importations. 
Name of Franklin Harris was suggested. 
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Has the Department any information as to the 


appointment of an agricultural expert to Saudi 
Arabia, 
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Department of Interior irrigation expert has been selected 
and choice of Department of Agriculture expert lies between two 
officials. It is planned to send Twitchell as head of this 
mission, which has received the President's informal approval. 
It is hoped that the President will send a letter to Ibn Saud 
and that you will find it possible to present in person this 
message, which would offer the Mission as an evidence of good 
will. 





For your strictly confidential information, the Army 





Air Corps is considering the desirability orf establishing one 
or more airfields in Saudi Arabia on the basis of a suitable 
quid pro quo but has not yet made a decision of principle. 
You may, therefore, be requested to take this matter up at 
the time of your visit. 


As soon as these matters take definite form, which 





should occur in the near future, you will be promptly advised. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





Memorandum of Conversation 
(Telephone) 





DATE: May 14, 1941. 


SUBJECT: PROPOSAL TO SEND A COMMISSION OF EXPERTS OF DEPARTMENTS 
OF AGRICULTURE AND OF THE INTERIOR TO SAUDI ARABIA 





PARTICIPANTS: Commissioner John C. Page, Bureau of Reclamation, 
Department of the Interior 
Mr. Merriam ~ 
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Commissioner Page said that yesterday he had received 


2/V1i9° sA068 


a call from Mr. K. 8S. Twitchell regarding the latter's sug- 
gestion that a group of agricultural and reclamation experts 
be sent.to assist King Ibn Saud. He was well disposed to 
the idea and intended to discuss it with the secretary of 

tHe Interior 
Agpieutt+ure today. 


might send us a letter on the subject, and he, for one, could 





The Department of the Interior, he said, 


easily understand, in the present international situation, 

how important it was to keep Ibn Saud well disposed to the 
democracies. 
some time to bear fruit, there could be nothing sounder cian | 
assistance designed to improve the agricultural position of 


Saudi 
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Saudi Arabia and doubtless the gesture of sending a commis- 
Sion would greatly encourage the King and was the important 
consideration at present. . 

Replying to my question as to what the basic interest 
of the Department of the Interior was in the matter, Con- 
missioner Page said that, of course, no benefit to American 
agriculture or reclamation would result from work in Saudi 
Arabia. On the other hand, his Department from time to 
time made the services of its experts available to foreign 
governments as an act of general good-will and comity, and 
he felt that in the present circumstances his Department 
would be glad to help in every possible way in Saudi Arabia. 

In response to another question, the Commissioner said 
that he frankly did not know on what legal basis Department 
of Interior experts could be sent to Saudi Arabia, but that 
this point could be ascertained at any desired time. 

I told Commissioner Page that we very much appreciated 
his interest, that it was our understanding that Mr. Twitchell 
would give his proposal in writing, and that we would be glad 
to receive any communication which his Department might 
desire to send us on the subject. I added that if and when 
the matter should reach a more advanced stage we would 
doubtless desire to discuss specific questions such as 
personnel and the basis on which experts of the Department 


of 


18813 
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of the Interior could be made available for such a mission. 


Commissioner Page said that he would be glad to discuss 





those matters at any time. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Memorandum of Conversation 7 
DATE: June 20, 1941 
SUBJECT: Financial Assistance and Agricultural Advisers for 
King Ibn Saud. 
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Neville Butler, Minister-Counselor of 
British Embassy. ( 
Mr, Murray 
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Mr. Butler stated that about two weeks ago Mr. K. S. Py 
Twitehé11 had called on him and had outlined his plan, 
which he had presented to the Department, to send agri- 
cultural and reclamation advisers to King Ibn Saud. Mr. 
Butler said that he had sent an account of Mr. Twitchell's 
conversation by telegraph to London and that he was now 
in receipt of a reply. 
The Foreign Office stated in this reply that it had 
Tp) 
referred the matter to the British Minister at Jedda, who i. 
was distinctly in favor of the proposal. The British Goverfr 
ment added that it also would welcome the sending of such = 
a mission to King Ibn Saud and proposed that it be headed | 7 
by Mr. Twitchell and that he be assisted by competent ex- > 
| | 6 & td c 
perts, : / 
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The instruction from London went on to say that al- 
though the British Government favored this agricultural . 
mission, it was obvious that it would bring benefits to 
King Ibn Saud only over a long term. Meanwhile the King 
was in desperate need of financial assistance, The in- 
struction added that the payment to Ibn Saud by the 
British Government had been increased recently, and it 
was expected that another substantial payment to him 
would be made in the near future. The British Govern- 
ment expressed the hope, however, that this Government 
would find it possible also to extend financial assistance 
to Ibn Saud and in that way to support his régime. 

It was indicated to Mr. Butler that word had come to 
us that some means was being sought to carry out the plan 
proposed by the California Arabian Standard Oil Company 
for the purchase of oil by the United States Government, 
the money used in payment to go to the King. It was in- 
dicated that this matter was now in the hands of Mr. Jesse 
Jones, who, it was understood, was trying to find some 
means of carrying it into effect. Mr. Butler indicated 
his appreciation of the efforts which were being made to 


find some solution for this problem. 














Government experts on agriculture, irrigation and roads: 
Suggest we might at Ibn Saud's request place small greUp: 
ef ~ at his disposal. C 
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For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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| Offer of services of American agricultural 
experts to Sandi Arabia. 


Expresses views on -. 
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273 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET 
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Gordon Merriam, Esq. 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 








Dear Mr. Merriam: 


és ‘ 
eee eee ee ee 


I herewith enclose for your files the 
letter I have written to His Majesty, King Ibn 
Saud, after making the alterations which you 
approved yesterday. 


If by any misunderstanding on my part, 
A,’ you or Mr. Alling think any other modification 

abd x is advisable, I know that you will inform me at 
4 9 once so that I may instruct New York to have it 
made; but after your reading over the entire 
modified letter, I feel sure nothing further is 
necessary. 
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| The cable, as well as the letter, is 
being sent to New York for them to transmit. 


Kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


aX K. S. Twitchell = 
Enc. | 













Say 2, 194 


and other parte of Fajd, ani your great kington. 
During thie trip I hel eonferenees im Snlifernia with 
the only firm I could find vhich was interested in 
working in Saudi Arvbia with pumpe anf equipznent 
This fire fe the Peerless Pump Semany of Los 
Cali fornia. = 





of the Peerless Pus — ee 
_ less Pump Company, and I spent uany hours dis- 
maging how vwosk could be undertaken os you desire 

result wae hie letter whieh I herewith enclose. _ 











a in Sem Preneiees I caw Mr. Banilten 
ot se en e a8 well as other offieiele of ©.A.%.0.Ge; 
ML ansique te assist me in carrying out your desires. 





On my return te New fF 
lew Yor I went 
y all this matter with My. Guees and Mr. Geodwin of 
the Syn@ieate. They aypruved thet | should go te VYashingten 
to eonfer with our Gevernment to obtain ve of 








anxi vue be of essistance and introduesd me to the 
heode of the Departeents of Agriculture, Reclamation, 
about your letter, your protiens anf conditions, the 
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m I hed gathered in my trip through the 
ne ene we ween na nen ene 
cureealves. All these Government officials 
were most interested and thought that experts gould be 
—— 
oar Gh eve ments Gone meen ine 
_ ve the sound Sion en which 
ana egrieulterel develepmente you desire 
could be based, planned and carrie’ out. In afdition, 
i would very auch ifke te see a Road Ynginesr make a 
trip te Acir te ecsfim ay recommendations ef read routes 
tm at 
ponies 
an the Meaghie route I ansked out. 























Am yor 1 Does 
whether or not United States Covernment ey 
acs nar tun thet pom tethen eh 0. nts 
or if 1% might be necesensy to try te find experte from 
private iffe. Ve are also trying te find out vhat the 
Syndicate anf the ofl company could de about arranging 
™ 0 that a plen ean be qubuitted for Your Majesty's 
enabled _ 2 om hoping that definite plane may be 














3 wanted you to know that the Syndi- 
gate ie deing everything it ean te be of real avsictance 
to you, and I wanted you te know of the progress of sp 
efferte te date. As I wae oo fortunate as te somure the 
@11 and the mining development as you remested several 
years ago I hope euceesse may finally reevlt in thie natter. 
With the prevent terrible upset in Vorid conditions due 
te meafeuen Hitler there are more difficulties and delays 
than in normal tines. 

















Very vent wishes for all quecess 





Yours Very wineerely,. 


kK. 5. Sviteheli 








My Gear Mr. Twitehell: 

Thank you for your courtesy in sending, under 
eover of your letter of September 21, 1941 to Mr, Merriam, 
a Gopy of a letter whigh you intené to send te King Thn 
Saud, reporting on certain activities in which you have 
been engaged informally on Hie Majesty's behalf. 

We have no comments to offer on the ;roposed letter 
to the King under reference. 

Sincerely youre, 

For the Seeretary of State: 











Paul H. u , 
Division of Near Es 
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Near Eastern Affaire 








Myr, K. 8 Twhteheli, 





Smelting & Refining Company, 
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SUBJECT Proposed mission to Saudi Arabia of United States 
Agricultural adviser. 


Suggests sounding out King Ibn Saud on matter of 
finances for the ~- , 
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For the original paper ‘from which reference is taken 
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Dated . September 23, 194) + State Department 
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Further to the Department's 115,/February 6, 9’p.m., 
QUOTE United States 
Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia UNQUOTE headed by 


funds have now been authorized for 


6/V19° 5068 


K, 5. Twitchell and having Albert Lee Wathen, Department 
of the Interior and James Guy Hamilton, Department of 
Agriculture, as members. It is hoped that the Mission 
will depart by ir about March 15. It will proceed via 





Cairo and ite work in Saudi Arabia will occupy a minimum 
of three monthe. 

The Saudi Arabian Legation at Catm should be in- 
formed of the foregoing with an expression of hope that 
the Saudi Arabian Government will furnish food, lodging, 





transport and such local personnel as may be required. 


You should also state that the President has addressed 





QD 

a letter to King Ibn Saud which will be delivered at the 5 

hr, 

time of the Mission's arrival. O: 

| CD 
For your strictly confidential information, the War 3 

ct 
Department desires in principle to establish airfields a 
_A 
rly 

Enciphered by .........-._-___ ie 
“a 





Sent by operator = M.S, I, 
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Night letter —_——————_——————- PARTAIR 
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i-inr Deparhuent of State 
Full rate 
Day letter 
Night letter -2. Washington. 


Charge to 
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in Saudi Arabia and expects to designate an officer 

in Cairo to accompany you when you present your creden- 
tials, the President's letter above mentioned, and the 
Agricultural Mission. The War Department desires the 


officer in question to make a survey and to prepare 





definite recommendations. The method of approach in this 
matter is left to your discretion after you consult with 
General Maxwell and, if you consider it desirable, with 
the British. It may be best to have the officer designated 
accompany you as a member of your staff and bring up the 
question of airfields after you reéch Saudi Arabia. 

In connection with the establishment of a combined 
office at Jidda, in reg@erd to which a separate message 
is being sent, it is hoped to bring Moose to Cairo in 


oY. 


time to accompany you ir your journey. 





Sent by operator == My 





i i a 


114623 U. &. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OF FICE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





THE UNDER SECRETARY 








DIVISION OF 
NEAK EASTERN AFFaAt is 
ie) eee 


Please note that the President 


Murray : 


has added a postscript to this 
letter. Will you take care of 
getting this off? 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
February 14, 1942 








NOTE FOR THE FILE 


- -* The postscript added in the President's 
hand to the original letter is worded as 
follows: 


"P.S. I have just seen some 
very interesting films of various 
piaces in your Kingdom which have 
pleased me. I wish that I could 
visit your country. 



















No. /// 


The Honorable 


6/V19° 4068 


Alexander Kirk, 
American Minister, 
Cairo. 

Sirs 

Reference is made to the Department's telegram 
no. 165 of February 26, 10 p.m., 1942, in which it was 
stated that the President had issued a letter to 
His Majesty the King of Saudi rege me | for delivery upon 

Cc 


the arrival of the United States Agricultural Mission 
to Saudi Arabia in that country. 





The President's letter under reference is enclosed 
herewith. The Department desires you to deliver the 
letter to His Majesty in person. However, the message 
is so worded that if circumstances make it impossible 
for you to carry out this procedure, it can be delivered 
by —— person to be designated by you, in your dis- 
cretion. 


Very truly yours, 


For the Secretary of State 


Enciosure3 RERLA 





A, Be ssn 
Unsealed envelope. 
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VOHeCL Vay letter TAIT 
Night letter Department of State am 
Charge Department: Restricted 
Full rate W ashington, 
Day letter - 
Night letter 2/ , 
Charge to 19=112/ eS eee Fund March 19, 1942 
$ for the President JO 
National Defense oper 
(Allotment to State) 1942-43. 
Allocation No. 42/3-2. 
F amercess canine. 
ee Fastenal ' 
1. The President has appointed K. S. Twitchell to 
head the United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi O. 
Arabia with James Guy Hamilton and Albert L. Wathen as rs 
associates. They are proceeding to Cairo with Admiral le 
Standley's party and will remain for a short period for wl 
b A consultation. Please give them all appropriate assistance. - 
goer 2. The President has granted $50,000 to the © 


Department for the expenses of the Mission of which 





$30,000 is allotted to your office for expenses incurred 


Twitchell has been bonded as agent cashier and 





abroad. 
has received a cash advance of $1,500 for runnjng expenses. 
He has also been bonded as a certifying officer under the 
Act approved December 29, 1941. Please arrange to receive 
and pay vouchers certified by him, taking them up in 

your regular accounts under the symbol Quote 19-112/30006 


Emergency 
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Night letter 
Charge Department: 
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Day letter 
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poles 


Departuent of State 





Washington, 


TO BE TRANSMITTED 
CONFIDENTIAL CODE 
NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE 
PARTAIR 

PLAIN 


Emergency Fund for the President, National Defense 


(Allotment to State) 1942-1943. 


Allocation No. 42/3-2 


Unquote but segregating from State account of advances. 


On arrival at Cairo members of Mission should be paid 


Lravol cxpenses and accumulated per diem from their homes 


in the United States in accordance with travel orders 


in their possession and transportation to Jidda should 


be purchased. 


Salaries will be paid by the Department 


in the United States. 


3. Please report total expenditures from above 


fund by telegraph every two months beginning May l. 





transferred there. 


by your office should then be mec . 
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Welles 
Acting 
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When office at Jidda is opened this allotment will be 


Final statement of disbursements 
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SUBJECT Agricultural expert to Saudi Arabia. 


Request information as to the appointment of an -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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_CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 





assist in the development of Arabia: 





800 F 61A 


Agricultural Mission of technical experts to 


Enclioses message to the King of Saudi Arabia 


regarding - . 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 





See... (-) 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated February 12,1942 000.0 ATOM) 
To President 
File No. ____.890F,001 IBN Saud/ 30. 
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Smagene 


(ON TO SAUDI ARABIA 


MARCH 25, 1942 
No. 122 







UNITED waves" 


The Government of Saudi Arabia having inquired of the 
Government of the United States whether the services of two 
American experts in irrigation and agricultural matters could 
be made available, this Government has organized an Agricul- 
tural Mission to Saudi Arabia. The Mission will examine and 
report to the Government of Saudi Arabia upon the water and 
agricultural resources of that country and the possibilities 
of their development. It will also conduct experimental 
plantings. The versonnel of the Mission, which has already 


departed, is as follows: 


Chief: Hr. K. 8. Twitchell; 


rit) Membcrs: Mr. Altert L. Wathen, Acting Se 

Toa Chief, Enginecring Branch, 
Indian Bureau, United States _ 
Department of the Interior; tO 


Mr. James G. Hamilton, Regional 
Agronomist at Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Soil Conservation Ser- 
vicc, United States Department 
of Agriculture. 

Mr. Twitchell is an American citizen who has had exten- 
sive technical experience in Saudi Arabia. The other members 
are, as indicated, government experts familiar with conditions 
in a section of this country which are similar to those pre- 
vailing in Saudi Arabia. 


This Government is pleased to have been able to respond 


in this way to the inquiry of the Saudi Arabian Government. 
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(SHE OILLARD FLOTEL 








(DASHINGTON, D. Cru. | 





Gordon Merriam 


Dear Mr. Merriam: 


I am herewith giving a list of the baggage, as you instructed 
this mormming. I understand that you will send a duplicate of 
this list to Lieutenant Ricks at the Municipal Airport, Miami, 
Florida, but in order to avoid any chance of going astray, I 

am sending him a duplicate of this letter. For his information, 
I will repeat that this is for the U.S. Agricultural Mission to 
Saudi Arabia, and all material is to be sent to me in care of 
the American Legation at Cairo, Egypt. I have instructed Mr. 


A. L. Wathen, and he is passing this information on to Mr. J. G. 


Hamilton to make similar lists and to mark all baggage as above 
and send by Prepaid Express to lst Lieutenant Earl T. Ricks, 
Municival Airport, Miami, Florida. 


#1. Typewriter Case - contents: medicine case 
and correspondence files. 
Weight — 32% 








Carton - 60"x60" screen for projecting 
pictures, gift to King Tbn Saud. 
Weight - 22¢ 








Bo 

~ 

tion dr ase ~- contents: tropical on 

oe aa 2 batteries for Zenith Radio. nae 

W = a 

eight - 614 re 

Carton - Zenith Portable Radio, gift for dng 
Finance Minister. 

Weight 164 
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Mr. Gordon Merriam 
‘State Department 





Page Two 








sultcase - contents: clothing, 
ce saan econ for projectors. 
Weight 49# absset 








rojector, gift to King Ibn Saud. 
Yeight + 








Cine Kodak Case - 3 spare 100' 16 mm. films 
and Cine Kodak loaded partly exposed. 
Weight - about 9¢ 





Kind regards, and many thanke for the many facilities and 
meen arrangements you have made for us. 


Very sincerely, 
K. S. Twischell 
c/o The srican Legation 
Cairo, Egypt 












cc: lst Lt. Barl T. Ricks 
Municipal Airport 
Miami, FPiorida 
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April 28, 1949 








My dear Lieutenant Ricket 


I refer to ay letter of March 21, 1942, regarding 
the forwarding of t age to Cairo belonging to the 
United States Arri ural Miesion to Saudi Arabia. 


A san ang ta Gated April 23, 1942, has been received 
from Mr, K, Twitchell, Chief of the Migsion, stating 
that a jrojestton screen (item number two in his list), 
a gift Ton Saud, has not reached Cairo. 

































Any information in regard to the article in cuestion 
which you can give me would be appreciate. 





Sincerely yours, 





Paul H, Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affaire 








Thvet “Aeatenet Earl T. Ricke, 


tse ioe gt 
sip 
a 





4 Me nloriia. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE | 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 





Irrigation 






FRTMENT OF S74>- 
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ROPLON, 
Sn, 
eu NS ANOS Afashington, DeCn 
ie ee tr Merriam; 


I have shipped via Railway Express prepaid to First Lte Karl 








A 


T. Kicks, Municipal Airport, Miami, Florida, for forwarding to the 04) 
United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi, Arabia, care of the (O 
Anited States Legation, Cairo, Erypt, excess bagvare as follows: © 
TI 
1 Leather brief case, contents - technical books, * 
photos and photo slides, weivht 25 pounds. CO) 
\ 1 Airplane type case, contents = clothing and > 
miscellaneous articles, weight 34 pounds. ~ 
1 Leather bag, contents = SN 
1 panes stationery and booklets 
1 cigarettes 
1 " survey instruments and tripod 
, 1 ‘ photo films 
| tod é ” medicine 
* Ne ¢ envelopes of maps 
af & technical books 
K~ weight 51 pounds. 
¢ Total weirht 3 bags - 110 pounds. 
Sincerely yours, 
Ae Le Wathen 7- 
Acting Chief Engineer 
I> 
“wT 
AO 
. 6 U 
FS “ 
N a 
“TI 


March 21, 1042 








There are enclosed herewith a copy of a letter 








United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, 







and a copy of a letter of March 19 from Mr. A. lL. W 
a member of the Mission, regarding excess weight baggage 
desired to be forwarded by air to Cairo, Fgeypt, where 
their address will be in care of the American Legation. 


We have not received a similar communication from 


vi/¥I9"s068 


Mr. J. G Hamilton, the third member of the Mission, who, 
we understand, sent to you his excess baggage weighing 
slightly under one hundred pounds, the contents being 





similar in character to the baggage of Mr. Wathen. You 
are, of course, entirely at liberty to have any or all 
of the baggage of the members of the Mission opened for 


the purpose of verifying the contents. 











r. We 
First Lieutenant Earl T. nishe, 
—— int i | 
Aate irport 
Miami, Florida. y 
oO 0 
oe ~ 


ST oa eae 





We should greatly appreciate it if all of the 
baggage above mentioned could be forwarded by air to - 
Cairo at the earliest opportunity. 
Sincerely yours, 









Enclosures: 
Copy of letters 
and iw. Wathen. 

















Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
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SUBJECT: Baggage for U.S. Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia. 





TO : Mr. Paul H, Alling, Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affiars, 
Washington, De Co ! pd 


i. In reply to your letter of April 29, 194.2, package containing 
motion picture screen for United States Agricultural Mission at Saudi 
Arabia, was shipped from this station on March 26, 19442, on C-545 airplene 9 





ciekein, Air Corps, 
Asst. Control Officer. 
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SUBJECT Agricultural Mission 
Departure by air of — , scheduled for March 19. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated Marah26,.2942 FROM pee 


File No. _____123 Moose, James S./35200 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1-~-1640 
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““Tssistant Secretary — 
of State 


MAY 1 5 1942 
seertenry- of Sta _ “pled 
"> Washingtons 1 MAY 13 1942 


DIVISION OF 
| NEAR EASTERN AG§All 


Dated May 12,1942 
Yo 























764, twe lfth. 





Following from Minister Kirk at Jidda 
"May Eleventh. Kindly inform Department that last 
member of Twitchell mission arrived in Saudi Arabia 
yesterday and that mission was presented to King this 


afternoon," 


‘ JACOBS 
DD 
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for the Preside at, Roo 
= 
ew York Camera Talaenten tts 
J. H. ANDREWS, Prop. 
Tpmnamasnale BEekman 3-2386-7 116 | PO Street 






7 | } | 
| | \ | 
, i 






To Merchandise, 





| March Ott 
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Gentlemen Vin auasien ti: t-aiidiie 0 diay ab Snainling athens th of purch 
made {off us,{whether the same be DUE or NOT. Please exattiine the above) and if T ¢ 

PLEABE ADVISE US feomediacely. 

izema| will by | eabject to bank DRAFT on the tenth of the c Beane 
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April 16, 1942 


New York Camera Exchange, 
116 Fulton Street, 
New York, New York. 


Sirs: y 


I have received your statement of April 2, 1942 








yas? 


covering your sale of Maroh 10, 1942 in the amount of 
$97.84 to the United States Agricultural Mission to 
Saudi Arabia. 

In order that this account may be settled it is re- 
quested that the enclosed voucher form be signed as in- 
Gdicat:d and returned to this office. Immediately upon 


S1/7¥19° 35OEE 





its receipt the voucher will be administratively approved 





and forwarded to the Disbursing Office, Treasury Depart- 





ment, for issuance of check. 
Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 
a/v 
18 1642" Harry A. Havens 


Assistant Chief, Division of 
Yoreign Service Administration 












nelosure; 
* As above. 
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papaphrusré DE TOPE 1 

ommunicated to anyone 7 
othe r than a Governmentel Rec'd 1:45 p.m., June 1 
agencye (BR) 








FROM 









= Sage | 


Secretary of State, UPEADI MBN UF STATE | 
Washington. 


DIVISION OF 
NEAK EASIEKN AFFAIKS | 






899, May 31, noon. 
The following messege is transmitted at the 
request of the Legation Jidda: 





(“i 
"FROM TWITCHE LL: “ 
Saudi Government wishes 35 tons federation end he 
10 tons carly barreT wheet acclimeted Salt River Valley, a 
Arizone also one quarter federation each of & best “a 
varieties a. 2. recommended by University of 7 
Arizona also one million pawns each double dwarf 
milo maize and bine por planting one shot 2CTE Se 
Suggest all seed be treated for smut. Strong double 
sacking essential. Saudi Government is also send fag 
for similar amounts Egyptian and Sindi Indian seed) 
| wheat. United States Agricultural Mission recomme@mds 
| every effort be made with United States State and 
KAgericultural Departments also MESC to supply the above “O 
to arrive Rastanura Iranian YVulf or Jidde or Fort = 
Sudan by October at latestea Saudi Government will make r 


payment threugh Guaranty Trust Company of New York as 
may be specified unless United Stetes Government wishes 
to donate", 


KIRK 
EDA 


ae iy i eee 


a wwm- oF or, 


TO BE TRANSMITTED 
TELEGRAM SENT MOL 
OCoRK 


3 PREPARING OFFICE 
| WILL. INDICATE WHETHER 
i sw fetter 
Night letter 


Charge Department: 


Hrpartuent of State 
= shines 









eK 
Restricted 





Night letter . 
— tn | 
/aMERI CAN LEGATION ae ae 


CAIRO (EGYPT) 
ie ill 


Your 899, May 31, noon. 

It is suggested that the Saudi seed requirements 
from the United States be cleared with the MESC to 
ensure that the provision of the necessary shipping 
space will be supported by the American and British 


authorities concerned. Telegraph decision when 


61/V19°s3068 


reached. 

Agriculture believes that the desired seed is 
available but is making inquiries to establish this 
point. It will also furnish estimate of the cost. 





Agriculture states that the usual procedure in 


such cases is to acquire and plant small quantities and 


g9s/Sd 


to use the seed obtained from such experimental pvlant- 





ings for commercial expansion. However, the large 
quantities now desired indicate a desire to proceed 


with large commercial plantings without loss of time. 





Agriculture does not question the judgment of the 
Agricultural 


Enciphered by 
Sent by operator oechqun ene Reena M., Sec ewmees eemenmeny = 








U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING Orrick 16-—-25203-1 





TELEGRAM SENT 





of its reasons for wishing to inaugurate large-scale 


commercial production forthwith. 





Mit 









390F .614/19 





NE TE sisssnsccbinp ctsintwepinnneronigetsinmsien 


Sent by operator... M., , 
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U. S, GOVERNMENT Printing Orvice 16-—-25208-1 


TO BE TRANSMITTED 


CONFIDENTIAL 
RESTRICTED 


PARTAIR 


Agricultural Mission but would be interested to learn 








TO BE TRANSMITTED 
SECRET 


PREPARING OFFI€£E 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER 























7 fe ts TELEGRAM SENT mmaneos 
ollect { Day lett | rs 
Night letter ] ser 
Charge Department DHrparhuent of State PARTAIR 
Full rate | 
Day letter ty aie 
Night letter. / Washington, 
“| P7j- 110 /Zo02$, b.. 
ya poo 
AMLEGATION, 
CAIRO. ° 
b 31 


Your 899, May 31, noon and 1005, June 16, 9 a.m. 

Department of Agriculture communicated request for 
seed to their correspondent at the University of Arizona 
who has obtained the following offer based on your 899 
from the Advance Seed Company of Phoenix: 


Sf Able to supply immediately 55 tone of state 





certified white federation wheat seed at $3 per cwt 
FOB California shipping point, 50 (repeat 50) tons 





state certified early baart wheat seed at $3 per cwt 
FOB Arizona shipping point. 
and vaughn barley at $2.25 per owt FOB Arizona shipping 

The state certified hegari and double dwarf milo 





500 pounds each of arivat 





point. 
is all moved. 





However, can furnish one million pounds 
each Arizona hegari and milo good seed stock at $2 per 
All above subject 





cwt FOB Arizona shipping points. 
further confirmation and when quantity needed is deter-— 
mined prompt shipment can be made. 

Department is asking Despatch Agent at New York to 





handle shipment and requesting him to state what 
Enciphered by 3 


Sent by operaton = UM 


@. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—26203-1 
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HD/S d 


PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 











WILL INDICATE WHETHER a oe SECRET 
Full rote TELEGRAM SENT ameneian 
Collect Day letter —— Peet RESTRICTED 
Night letter | CLEAR 
Charge Department: DPepartuent of State PARTAIR 
Full rate 
Day lett 
Night letter ~2= Washington, 
Charge to | 
$ 


arrangements should be made for payment and what shipping 





and insurance inetructions he requires from the Agricul- 
tural Mission or Saudi Arab Government. He is also being 
asked to estimate transportation costs for 50 tone of 





seed, His observations will be telegraphed when received. 
In replying thereto, Agricultural Mission will doubtless 


wish to restate and confirm amounts and varieties required. 





There are no ascertainable United States government 





funds which can be used to purchase or ship the seed. 
Agriculture considers that cash payment will be required 





prior to shipment from interior loading points, It is 





suggested that the support of the MESC for shipping space 
for 50 tons of seed be obtained without awaiting explan- 
ation of the Agricultural Mission. 
{ Repeat to Jiddane “M°.\ aX. 














ee IY, 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING Office 16—25203-1 


In reply refer to 
NE 890F 614/19 


My der Mr, Fyfe: 


This Department has organized and sent to Saudi Arabia 
an Avricultural Mission to investigate conditions and to 
revort to the Government of thet country on ways and means 
for agricultural develooment. 


The Legation at Jidédfa recently transnitted a messace 
for Mr, Twitchell, the chief of the Mission, aaking that a 
total ef approximately fifty tons of acrsorted varieties and 
png deen jot of wheet, barley and srein sorghum seed be sent. 
in inguiry mede through tne Department of Agriculture in- 
dicetes that the seed can be supplied by the Advance Seed 
Company, Phoenix, Arizona, which has made quotations F.0.B, 
shioping voints in Arizona for all of the amounts and 
varieties desired with the exception of the largest item, 
thirty-five tons of a certain tyne of wheet seed. In this 
instance the quotation ie made F.0O.5, California shipping 
point. As thie Government haa no funds which can be used 
for purchasing or shipvving the seed, payment will have to 
be made by the Saudi Arab Government. However, we are 
anxious to facilitate the work of the Agricultural Mission 
and to extend courtesies to the Saudi Arab Government in 
every possible way, and ehould like to inquire whether your 
office would be willing to handle the purchrse and shipment 
of the seed. 















We are now informing the Legation at Jidda of the 
offer of the Advence Seed Company, from which the Agricul- 
tural Mission will be able to form an accurate idea of the 
cost of the seed F.O.B. interior ship>oing points. In order 
that the Agricultural Mission may be in a vosition to make 
a comprehensive recommendation to the Government of Saudi 
Arabia, we should appreciate it if you could furnish us 











with 
Mr, Howard Pyfe . 
Despatch Agent, 7 





New York, New York. Pa 


=10) tae 


CT //!ia° 


we Powe 








with an estimate of the dost of shi Gulf, J 
_ te Ras Tanura on the Persian Jidda, or Port 
Pttgebenges.d one of the two former, and also let us 
quire in the way of shipping instructions, 
f Sial arrangements you require to meet. 
the cost of the seed, shipping, wg pemet Mh incidental 
expenses, We are now informing the Legation at Jidda of 
ptien that cash payment for the seed will be re- 
quired prior to shipment from interior leading points, and 
we are also request) the Legation at Cairo to obtain the 
support of the Middle East Supply Center for the allotment 
of shipving space from the United States to one of the | 
pointes abeve mentioned for fifty tone:-of seed. 





and ineuring the 





































On receiving information from you as to your require- 
nents in +3 ge to shipping instructions and finaneial 
2 we shall be glad to tele oe them to the 
at for tranesmissicn to the Agricultural 
Mission, The latter desires the seed te een by October 
at the latest. The Mission also haé stated that the Saudi 
Avab Government proposes tc make payment through the 
Guaranty Trust Company of New York in such manner es the 
agency handling the matter may specify. y 
y 


Paul H ng 
Chief, Divigion of Near Eastern Affairs 













Sincerely yours, 





A114 








=f) 
NB:GPM:RED 6/27/42 





SUBJECT: 





DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
/Aemorandum of Conversation 


(Telephone) 
DATE: June 3, 1942 


Grain Seed Desired by Saudi Arab Government. 


PARTICIPANTS: Mr, Allee, 


COPIES TO: 


Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations, 
Department of Agriculture. 
Mr. Merriam. = ayein 


r Aw salt’ v7 


awk _ ‘A 
YY RKRACHIVED 464 


UIVISITON €1 ae 
a ie 


‘a he 
i é it be 3 , et 
VATIONS Ata 





With reference to Cairo's telegram no. 899/of 

May 31, noon, 1942, I informed Mr. Allee that as a first 
step we expected to telegraph to the Legation at Cairo 

suggesting that the Saudi Arab Government's requirment 

of grain seed from the United States be cleared through 
the Middle East Supply Center at Cairo, in order that we 
could be sure of the support of the British authorities 

in obtaining the necessary shipping space. 





In response to questions, Mr. Allee stated as follows: 


C_ 
He did not doubt that the necessary quantities were 
available, but in order to be absolutely sure, he would 
make inquiries. The quantities desired were 80 large | 
that they seemed to indicate an intention to deal wi th. 
an emergency situation by large commercial plantings. 
The usual practice is to obtain, say, fifty bushels eth 
of the various types of seed desired. plant them, and 
expand into commercial vroduction with the seed produced 
by the crop. This procedure, of course, involves the loss 
of a season. Mr. Allee did not question Mr. Hamilton's 
judgment in the matter, but stated that it would neverthe- 
less be of interest to. ascertain why commercial production 


Te td 








was 
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was wanted at once. He promised to let me know definitely 
whether the seed could be supplied, as well as an estimate 
of the cost, as soon as possible. He added that as the 
Saudi Arab Goverrment had not established its credit with © 
the seed producers, he thought payment would be required 
prior to shipment. 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, (4° efoto 








WASHINGTON 5/ ou 
os - SEPARTMEMT OF OTAT: As 





yy Se ENT OR STAT z | 


~ 


- 











; FF 


Ls; YISION OF Ss 
mn “EAR EASTERN ap 
My dear Mr. Secretary: ~e 


I have received your letter of January 12 (your file NE CO 
890 F. 51/44), with further reference to the detail of an oe 
engineer to make an irrirsation survey in Sauai, Arsbhiae * 

This Department earnestly desires to be of as murh assist- ‘ 
ance as possible in connection with the proposei mission to, or 
Saudi, Arabia, and will arrance to detail Mre Albert Le Weyhen, _ 
Director of Irrigation, Office of Indian Affairs, to make VWthe Pal 
irrigation studye I agree fully with your suggestion that this 7 
Government should stand the expenses of this mission to Arabia 5 


and this Department will be glad to donate Mr. Wathen's services 
if suitable arrangements can be legally made for compensation 
for his services in this behalf. Under appropriations now 
available to this Department, it is not believed that such 

funds could be used for this purposeéee Would it be possible 

to take care of the matter through an allocation from the 
President's emergency fund made available by the Independent 
Offices Appropriation Act of 1942? 


If Mre Wathen is to be detailed to this duty, early advice 
would be appreciated as to the date you desire his services to 
be made available and the approximate time this detail will 
requiree JI assume that the mission should either start promptly, 
in order to complete a satisfactory reconnaissance prior to the ‘ 
hot season, or postpone it until after September le | 





In addition to the irrigation and agricultural experts 
mentioned in your letter, I would sugzest that you arrange to 
send Mre Ke Se Twitchell, who, in his capacity of informal “ 
representative of the King of Saudi, Arabia, originally suggested 
the advisability of this mission. I understand that Mre 
Twitchell's services would probably be made available by th 


= 
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American Smelting and Refining Company upon request, and due 
to his intimate knowledge of the country, its people and their 
customs, gained over a long period of service there, I 
believe his presence there would be not only invaluable, but 
virtually essential to the real success of the mission. 


Sincerely yours, 


flp~eeel 2 Keli 


Secretary of the Interior. 





Honorable Cordell Hull, 


Secretary of State. 





March 1], Loté¢ 


In reply refer to 
FA 8907251746 








My dear Mr. Secretary: 
In a letter of January 17, 1942 you advised the 
Department of State that the Department of the Interior 





would arrange to detail Mr. Albert L. Wathen, Director 





of Irrigation, Office of Indian. Atfairs, for duty as a 
member of the United States Agricultural Mission to 


ouudd Arabia. There is enclosed a copy of the instructions ' 
that have been issued to Mr. Wathen authorizing the pay- 


\V 19° 4068 


ment of his salary and expenses while he is on this detail a 





om the funds that have been allocated to the Department 





of State for the expenses of the Mission. 

According to present plans, the members of the 
Mission will leave Washington on Mareh 19 for Cairo. 
As stated in the instructions to Mr. Wathen the Depart- 





ment of State will reimburse the Department of the 





Interior 

The Honorable 
Harold L. Ickes, 

Secretary of the Interior, 
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ry while he is on this detail. 





Z 





avy is at present at the rate of 
; yiooo por annum but that it will probably be inereased 
to > 96,500 per annum in the near future, Bill 
Mr. Wathen*s salary on form no. 1060 will be met promptly 
by the Department of state. 
Yor the Seoretary of State: 




















G. Howland Shaw 
Assistant Secretary 
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Z DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
a bar WASHINGTON 


6 MAKE MENT 
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— Sanuary 31, 1943+ 


The Honorable 


Qi. datt te Wdr 
The Secretary of State Rept dhe “uy-+r 
we \ 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 





Reference is made to your letter of Jmuay 12 (NE 890F.51/44), 
in which the Department of Agriculture is asked to supply an 
agricultural expert for the Government of Saudi Arabia and to 
make suggestions in regerd to the mamner in which the major 
portion of the expenses could be met by this government. 








The obvious importance of the assignment hes prompted this 
Department to explore all possible sources of suitable person- 
nel, Several individuals are under consideration, and it is 
believed that an appointee can be suggested within two or 
three days. 








As to manner of financing, the Department of Agriculture has 
no funds which can be legally used for the purposes envisaged. 
It is understood that the President's emergency funds can be 
used for such purposes, and it is suggested that an effort be 
made to finance the agricultural expert from this source, 











Sincerely yours, 


see eee ZY LVI Ly oo « ! 


Assistant Secretary 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL UR ao oc a 
WASHINGTON SERVICR Aen 











cent QIMENT ( OF « Shy > 
7S RECEIVED 

FEB 13 1942 , 
ny DIVISION Ot wl 


wD at: : 
MCA (OWS. any ee S 
The Honorable 
The Secretary of State 





Dear Mr, Secretary? 





Reference is made to your letter of Sees | 12. 1942. . 
in which the Department of Agriculture is asked to supply an agricule 
tural expert for the Government of Saudi Arabia and to make sugges— 
tions in regard to the manner in which the major portion of the 
expenses could be met by this Government, and to our letter of January 
31 on the same sub ject, 


The Soil Conservation Service of tnis Department has consented to 
make available for the assignment Mr, James Guy Hamilton, Senior 
Agronomist from their field office in Albugqueraue, New Mexico, Mr. 
Hemilton's qualifications for the position have been discussed with 
Mr. K, 8S, Twitchell who, we understand, will also be a member of the 
mission, Mr, Hamilton has been instructed to hold himself in readi- 
ness to report for duty as soon as this Department is advised that 
the funds are available for his employment and travel, 





Mr, Hamilton's present salary is in the neighborhood of $5,000 per 
year and it is presumed that the State Department will make arrange- 
ments for him to receive the usual $7.00 per diem, It would also 
appear desirable to provide at least $200 for the purchase of necessary 
scientific equipment, 


The Department of Agriculture will be pleased to make available to 
the members of the Mission any of its facilities which may be useful 
to them in preparation for the work they will undertake in Arabia, 
Arrangements for the Mission's needs in that respect can be made 
through the Office of Foreign Agricultural Helations, 


2) yours, 
ra 
Li LM, L pp 


Und Sl Secretary 
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OX ‘which I an using from New York to Washington, 
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Lasistant Seoretary 
of State 


MAR G6 1942 


Ge Howland Shaw, HS e 
Assistant Secretary 
Devartment of State 
Washington, De Ce 







MR. SHAW 
Dear Sir: : 0. 
ral f 


JAG! 
I wish co/hokmowledad receipt of your letter date 
February 27th,/7arriving in New York on March 4th, appointing 






me Chief of the United States Agricultural Wission to Saudi Arabia. 


Your instructions are duly noted. 


I also acknowledge the receipt of two transportation reaquests 


only received by me in New York, being addressed to American 
Smelting and Refining Company's Office here. 


I shall appreciate reimbursement for the railway fare from 


Burlington, Vermont to New York City which was g7.04. 





very truly yours, 





as the letter was 
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The Office of Foreign Agricultural telations of this Department is 
very much interested in the agricultural mission now preparing te pro- 
ceed te Saudi-Arabia. We shall be grateful for any information on 
the agriculture of that area which the Mission will find peesible te 
tranemit to us in the course of its work. 





Specifically, we shall be especially interested in oasic information 
on crop and animal enterprises including the crops grown, yielde, and 
methods used and the auaber and quality of animals kept; seethnodse of 
anime.l huebandry empleyed; and the production secured. ‘e all realise 
thet no statistical information is available and hence regional obser- 
vations and evaluations will be valuable. We are also interested in 

learining about the land-holding systen, relationships between owners 











and tenants or laberers, and of course peasant type individual farming, 






if and where practiced, We are also interested in the basic compesi- 
tiom of the diet in those arexs and the extent to which the region . 
normally depends on imported supplies of foed. Any information the 
Hiesion can give us om marketing and especially foreign trade in agri- 
cultural commodities will ve of great value, especially where rolated 
directly or indirectly to this country. 





a 


a; 





ae to introduction of new crops or varieties and as to the results 
tained and would much appreciate information along this line. 
ef course, ve cf the -reatest value to various specialists in the 
Department of Acriesitare. 








J oe 


L. A Wheeler 
Ji rector 


We are intensely interested in the development of the work of the A£6ei ome 
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Laird Archer, Nequire 
Foreign Director, 
Hear Bast Foundation 
17 Veet 46th Street 





Dear Mr. Afchert 





I thank you very much for your letter dated Aarch 13th, 
and stating that you are interested in our Mission and 
will be glad to cooperate with use if and when desired. 












I shall be only too glad to communicate with you on ay 
return from thie Mission. but until that time it is im 
possible to make any plans or definite statemente as 
everything depends on the results of our present Mission. 
I appreeiate very mach your gi and hope we may be 
succeesful in helping a t country to develop and in- 
erease ites prosperity the wellbeing of its inhabi- 
tante. Their King is one of the outstanding figures of 
present times, I believe. 


















Kind regards, and anticipating mesting you some time in 












the future, 
Yours sincerely, 
/LO7, 
K. 8. Twitehell 
at ae The American Legation 
YW4 -» Gordon Merriam c/o The American Lega 


Cairo, Egypt 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


State Department 





a 
<= f 
Dr. John A. Wilson (Near Zastern Div.) -. 
Chief, Coordinator of Information bse > 
Enclosure: copy of letter from = 


Near East Foundation, dated 3/13/42 
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WEAR EAST FOUNDATION 
17 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 





March LS, 1942 


Mr. K. s. Twitchell, Esq. 
Willard Hotel 
Washington, D. C. 






Dear Mr. Twitchell: 


A copy of Dr- Allen's exchange of correspondence with you 
has come to Mr. E. C. Miller, Executive Secretary of Near East 
Foundation and myself. As Dr. Allen says, we are interested in any 
of the developments in the Arab field, varticularly in anything 
which will assist in the war efforts of that general area as well 
as for the long pull. 


As Ralph Allee may have told you, one of our personnel, 
a California University man who ig an Arab, is now Director of 
Agriculture for The Lebanon as well as adviser to the Department 
of Agriculture in Syria, and for some time we have been conduct- 
ing courses and issuing bulletins which have been made use of in 
Transjcrian as well. At one time we conducted a course in Agri- 
culture for village school masters for the Palestine Government 
and as is our policy we successfully encouraged the adontion of 
this course as a vermanent part of the educational program of 
that country and then withdrew to take un other work. 


Although the situation as to military service naturally 
has affected our personnel availability, we think we might be 
able to find someone who would be interested in the follow-up pro- 
gram you have in mind. It would have to be a very seasoned pnerson= 
nel on entering a new field, someone with a good deal of discre- 
tion and balance as well as considerable agricultural and educa- 
tional experience. 


At any rate, we will be interested in your mission and 
in cooperating with you. If as your plans develon you would care 
to have us present the matter to our Board of Directors with 
the idea of assisting you in carrying out your program, we would 
be glad to bring up the matter for discussion if and when you are 
able to tell us more about it. 


As you go about the Department of Avriculture vou would 
find someone else wno is somewhat familiar with our type of ap- 
proach in W. C. Lowdermilk, Chief of Research Division, Soil Con-- 
servation Service. 


me Sincerely, 


Foreign Director 


| 
| CLT ¢ signed/ Laird Archer 
LA: C | 
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K. 8. mvtleone1? » Esquire, 
Chief, United States Agricultural Mission 
to Saudi Arabia, 
Care of Department of State, 
Washington, D. CO. 
Sir: 
Reference is made to the Department 's communication 


to you of February 27, 1942, ‘in regard to your appointment 


as Chief, United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, + 
and to communications of like date addressed to Mr. Albert L. 


Wathen and Mr. James G. Hamilton, respectively, in regard 
to their appointment as Members of this Mission. 

As you are aware, the Mission has been created in re- 
sponse to a request from the Government of Saudi Arabia, 
in order to be of service to the Government and people of 
that country, and to promote good will between them and. 
The 
principal duties of the Mission are to investigate the 


the Government and people of the United States. 





agricultural and related resources of Saudi Arabia, to 





conduct such experiments as may be possible in view of the 


limited time and funds at the Mission's disposal, and to 





furnish friendly counsel to the Saudi Arabian Government. 





The Department is convinced that the personal relationships 
which the Mission's personnel establishes with Saudi Arabian 
officials 
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officials and individuals in civil life can play an 
important part in the success which the Department sincere- 
ly trusts will attend the Mission's work, and believes that 
these relationships should be carefully cultivated. 

You are requested to inform the Department by telegraph 





of the Mission's arrival at Cairo and in Saudi Arabia. You 
should also report briefly by telegraph, if possible, at 
least once a month, after the Mission reaches the scene of 
its activities, in regard to its welfare, progress and plans. 
All telegraphic reports, as well as originals or copies of 
all reports or recommendations made to agencies of this 
Government or to the Saudi Arabian Government, as the case 


may be, copies of memoranda of important conversations, 





et cetera, should be transmitted by the nearest American 
consular or diplomatic officer. You should request the 
officer concerned to transmit written material under cover 
of tranemitting despatches and to indicate therein the dis- 
tribution of originals or copies to other interested agencies 


of the Government, as desired by those agencies or by the 





members of the Mission. 





If you consider that the Department's instructions are 
necessary or desirable in any contingency, instructions 


should be requested, if practicable, through the channel 








above mentioned. You and the members of the Mission may, 
of course, feel free at all times to consult with the 
nearest American consular and diplomatic officer regarding 


any 


o- 3«- 


any problems which arise. 

You should so arrange matters that the Mission's work 
and its return to the United States will be carried out 
within the limitations of the funds now authorized. While 
the length of time during which the Mission will pursue its 





work is left to your discretion, subject to unforeseen or 
urgent contingencies which may arise, your decision in this 
regerd will, of course, be governed by the foregoing con- 


sideration. . 





Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 








A, 
A. BERLE yp 


Assistant Secretary 
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REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 





tH! 
( —_ i 





ADDRESS ONLY THE 


UNITED STATES 














F-C DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR  pivision oF rOoREION 
; ; BRVICK of wm S'S THAT IORg 
lieniimaminn OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS y RaR bal wr 
WASHINGTON 7 f Tet, 
Fhe 
aan Oe clare 
WAR 28 ee 
Depertment of State, 
Office of Fiscal and Budget Affairs. 
Gentlemen: 
\o Reference is made to letter of March 17, 1942, (F.A. 
. $2ON ob: addressed by the Assistant Secretary of State 
mia © the Secretary of the Interior, regarding the detail of 
U Mr. Albert L. Wathen, Director of Irrigation, Office of 





Indian Affeirs, for duty as a member of the United States 
Agricultural Mission to Saudi, Arabia. 





The letter proposes adjustment of funds by billing on 
Form No. 1080, for Mr. Wathen's salary. If it can be satis- 
factorily arranged, this Office prefers advance payment as 
provided by Section 601 of the Economy Act, since this 
method will decrease materially the accounting details in 
connection with the case. 
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With your permission, this Office will initiate the 
necessary action to place the funds to our credit. Your early 
advice will be appreciated. , “UO 





Y 





Nd / Sed 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVER» 









enpnenninaiianiaiat So ¢ Te Can. as 
) Re * TT. re 
PMW Cairo J Dr.,4 todd 4 
This telegram must b fre Ll et. 
"his telegram mus E FROM _ | 7 in 
paraphrased before being Dated June 16, 1942 EP 
communicated to anyone a 4 
other than a Governmental Rec'd 3:05 poems ms we 
APTENCYVe (BR) DEPARTMENT | ie 4 Ph 

= NE OF STATE Yee 





Secretary of Stat¢, JUN 18 1942 (oapaphiwwio®...,. 
DIVISION OF ExPopre,,. 8 /) vo 77a 


Washingtone AND p a 
' _\U DEFENSE tat | 
ae All <j ** 7 








lLOO5, June 16, : Belle — ring uy 
Department's /529, June 5, 10 peme | ( 
| 740 F. ly | AA Legation at Jedda reports as follows. : 
_ "An error in enciphering Twitchell's telegram . 
Increased his request to one million pounds each double - 
milo maize and higera while he actually asked for 100 —s a 
pounds (repeat 100 pounds)each, He is being informed ® O» 
of the error since Agriculture's inquiry has been sent 
to him atovadets ” 
In view of this large reduction in weight it ie uw 
believed that there will be little difficulty in obtaine a. 
(/) 


ing the support of the M&@SC for the necessary shipping 
space but before raising the question officially the 
Legation is awaiting receipt from the Agricultural 





Mission of the "reasons" referred to in the last sen» 


Sv6l = 2 190 


tence of the Department's telegram under referenée, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 








OIVISION OF FOREIGHane 19, 104 
SERVICE ADMINISTRATION 











| E. PTMENT OF SE} | 
/ yon? of N pry ym De « ye : 
pr WOZ ‘Y betention: Mr. | H. Alling 
my MUNICATIY ns yo 





Chief, Near nl Divisien / 


P04, ba 14 
Sicdiananes tn anita te: willie Wee 408 (tek Bek tate Gen 
and te supplementary cable Ne. 1005 dated June 16 from Gaire. 


DIV sien OF] 
NCAK MASTER 











We have referred the request for seed included to the Bureau 
ef Plant Industry of this Department, and they have in turn 
communicated with their correspondents in the University ef 
Arisona. As yeu will note, Dr. A. 8. Hawkins, of the University 
ef Arisona, has tranenitted the request to the Advance Seed 
Company of Phoenix, oe Ve believe that the quotations 
mafie by the Advance Seed Company are self explanatory. 
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Dated June 17, 1942 


Rec'd 9:50 aeme 











AS ry  pramimeorne : 
Secretary of State, s tg woe ieee _ 
Vashingtone ¥ : JUN 2 BL O 
Cm [He ' Niy.. Ky | ) oe. = | ° 
a oh; ° 19, seventeenth, “~/ OSTA 0 NS ~~ — 
% | The following is transmitted for Twitchell <i 
"Aericultural mission investigations in Riyadh, a 
i lkharj, Qatik .nd Bahrein districts completed. Ine 
tend visiting Hofuf and Jabrin as soon as Je Ge it Eton ~ 
entirely recovers from attack benign tertiary malaria . 
and 1 Jathen from infected legs. Both convalescings = 
satisfactorily. Will leave as soon as Doctor = 
authorizes but recommend you ask agriculture prepare 0) 
for suitable replacement, including inoculations in 
case physician advises against Hamilton continuing 
Expedition after our return from Hofuf, Jabrin trip." 
MOOSE 
DD 
o? 2 
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Attached is a drart-statément to the press 
regarding the United States Agricultural Mission to 
Saudi Arabia which we propose to release on March 25, 
provided you concur. The Mission left by air on 
March 19 and we should like to release the statement 


after it is well on its way but before it reaches 





Cairo, to anticipate the publicity which will probably 















occur when that point is reached. | 
UAC MNT OF STATE 
| F ds. 
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DIVISION OF NEAR SASTERN ArrAIRS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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‘tid of Conversation 
May (Tel ephofie) 
\%, ai ] 71942 \ DATE: January 2, 1942. 
Gn, J 


SUBJECT: INQUIRY OF SAUD AWNBIAN: GOVEENMENT AS TO POSSIBILITY OF 
OBTAINI\G AMERTGAN-EXPERTS ON AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION 





PARTICIPANTS: Major Bullivan, Executive Officer, United States Arm, 
North African Mission, War Department 








Mr. Merriam ™ 7 
ey Co 
; © 
COPIES TO: ‘ 
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In the course of a conversation with Major Bullivan, 
I said I thought he would be interested to know, for back- iS 


ground purposes, of an inquiry which we had received from 

the Government ‘of Saudi Arabia as to whether American experts 
on agricultural and irrigation matters could be made 
available for advisory purposes. I said that we were 

on the point of communicating with the Departments of 


Agriculture and Interior on the subject. 





Major Bullivan said that this information — fata 





even now flying planes across Arabia. 
— 
obvious that everything possible should be done to secure 


and 


SSS a 
| 
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and to retain the good-will of King Ibn Saud and the Saudi 
Arabian Government in order to protect our flyers, some of 
whom might, of course, be forced down in Arabia. Moreover, 
while there was no present prospect of building any instal- 
lations in Saudi Arabia, no one could tell what requirements 


the future would bring. 











SUBJECT Presentation to King Abdel Aziz Ibn Saud of the US 
Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabias 


Tw letters addressed te the President by King Abdel 
Azis Ibn Saud and cepies ef telegrams exchanged 
with King Ibn Saud, Emir Saud and Emir Faisal on 
the eccasion of the Minister's return to Caire, 
tr ansmitted. 
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For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See el £8 Bs se 
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File No. 1.23. K 632/4K7.0 


U. 5S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1—1540 








THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES. OF AMERICA 








May 25, 1942. 
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Dear Gordon: 


While in Riyadh, Mr. J. G. Hamilton, a member of the Agricultural 





Mission to Saudi Arabia, asked me to write you about tamarisk attings. 





He was too busy with other things at that moment to do it himself. 
His suggestion was that the Department wire to the United 
States Date Experiment Station at Indio, California, for thirty Athol 
tama risk cutting s, am that they be forwarded to the Legation in 

Cairo through the Operations Officer, Bolling Field, Anacostia. 
On arrival in Cairo, the package should be unwrapped and the 
packing re-wet. If the cuttings remain in Cairo a week or nore; 





the re-wetting operation should be repeated. = | 
ie Se, 
The cuttings should be forwarded from Cairo to the Legat ian he re 


at the earliest opportunity, and I should be informed by wire in ad- 





vance when to expect them. Then I oan get in touch with Mr. Hamilton 





and arrange for their final disposition. 

The cuttings are intended for King Ibn Saud, and Mr. Hamilton 
thinks that they will be of great value in Saudi Arabia. 

I will write you a further and less specialized letter in a day 
or two. 


Sincerely, 


— a Vv 





Gordon P. Merriam, Esquire, 





Department of State, 
Washingtor 





Copies to Legation at Cairo and to Mr. Hamilton. 
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In reply refer to 
NE aor 614/31 





My doar Mr. Allee! 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter dated May 25, 
1942, from Mr. James 5. Moose, Jr., American Chargé 
4°'Affaires ad interim at Jidda, addressed to Mr. Merriam 
of this Division, relating to the desire of Mr. J. G. 
Hamilton of the Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, to 
obtain tamarisk cuttings. 

We should naturally appreciate your assistance in 




















the matter and shall be glad to cooperate in any way 





that you may suggest, to the best of our ability. 
Sincerely yours, 





























Paul H. All 
Ghief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
a 
git eB Enclosure! 
JUN 27 194% From Jidda, dated 
May 28, 1942. 
Mr. Ralph HH. Allee, 
Office of Foreign ultural Relations, 
Departaent . of cadtuere, 
shingten, » &. 
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PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER BCEX 
if Full rate TELEGRAM SENT X KOS DEICDOI 
Collect Day “et ee RESTRICTED X 
— Bepartuent of State OKO 
Night letter Washington, 
— JUL 21 1942 


| rd 
AMERIGZAN LEGATION Hoon 


JIDDA (SAUDI ARABIA) 


20 


Reference letter from Moose to Merriam of May 265, 





Agriculture states that tamarisk cuttings will be 


sent in near future in accordance with Hamilton's 


directions. 


i¢/Vi9° 43068 








SQY003y ony 
SNOLLYOINNW C9 
30 NOIStAIC 


ve Nd 12 AAP 246 





JLVLS JO LN3WL YY 
O3A1993N ™ 





. lead 





M., 


silat: COE Ail, Sieillinalatiatneameiniscipniaraaeeiaieeiiaa 








@. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING Office 16—-235203-1 









ee en U.S. AGRICULTURAL MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 


R\\ 





Report No. l 
June 1, 1942 


The Secretary of State 
Washington, D. C. 


Sirs 


I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,of general 
instructions dated March 19, 1942 received at Cairo, Egypt, May 1, 1942. 

I herewith submit a report of the Mission to date, Messrs. A.L.Wathen V’ 
and J. G. Hamilton have written simple memoranda reports for the fenefit of 
the Saudi Arab Government in its development of its Al Kharj project. The 
essentials of these and future memoranda revorts will be included in the 
final complete report of the Mission, unless you instruct otherwise. It 
is intended to have several copies of the above report printed in Cairo in 
both Arabic and English and distributed as the Saudi Arab Government may 
indicate, It is hoped that the recommendations and data contained therein 
will serve as a guide for much future agricultural development. 


ee WVI19° SNES 





Trip from Washington, D, C, to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 


On March 19th at 9:20 A.M. this Mission left Bowling Field, 
Washington D, C. (by T.W.eA. Stratoliner "Navajo". The passenger list was 
comprised of Admiral Standley in a party of five going to Moscow and 
General Russell in a party of two going to India. Landines were made at 
Palm Beach, Fla.; Waller Field (near Port of Spain), Trinidad, Belem (near 
Para), Brazil; Natal, Brazil; Roberts Field, Munrovia; Accra, Gold Coast; 
Kano, Nigeria; Wadi Saidna Airport near Khartoum, Sudan; and Heliopolis 
Airport, Cairo, Egypt at.247 P.M., March 26, 1942, Total distance 10,969 
miles and total time~in the air, as reported by one of the officers of the 
plane, was 6?-tHéurs 20 minutes, or an average speed of 163 miles per hour, 
The navigation was perfect, and the crew was most competent and courteous 
in every respect. 
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At Heliopolis, Mr. Jacobs, from the American Legation, Cairo, 
welcomed us. He had arranged comfortable accommodations for us at Shephards 
Hotel, Cairo. 


On Friday, March 27, the Mission met Alexander Kirk, Esq., Minister 
to Egypt and Saudi Arabia at the American Legation, Cairo. We had a most 
cordial and delightful interview. 
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At 11:00 A.M., March 28th, I called on General Maxwell as arranged 
by Mr. Kirk. At General Maxwell's office I met Colonel Duke and Colonel 
Oliver. With them I went over my maps of Arabia and discussed various 
details as to landing fields and conditions regarding water, transport . 
facilities, and political districts, A cable was then drafted and sent 
to Washington. 


On April 1, Mr, Lewis Jones, American Commercial Attache, arranged 
for us to meet Mr, Kahn, Chief of Middle East Supply Center. He called in 
Major Fleming, Captain Hodder, and Mr. Trouncer. All were much interested 
in our Mission and eager to assist in our obtaining information on Kigypt 
which might be useful for Saudi Arabia, All are most anxious that the 
Domestic production of foodstuffs in Saudi Arabia be increased so that 
shipping tonnage may be saved for other purposes. 


On April 2nd we visited the Egyptian Government cotton research 
plant and wheat experimental gardens, Mr. Jas. Philp promised to make up 
a batch of various seeds which Mr. Hamilton thought might be beneficial to 
Saudi Arabia. These seeds are now with us with the exception of those which 
we have planted at Al ‘harj. 


On April 5th Fuad Abaza Pasha, Director General of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of Egypt, called for us to visit the large Arab horse 
farm, experimental gardens, and commercial crops fields, This society is 
doing wonderfully effective work in maintaining the pure blooded Arab horse, 
also in distributing improved seeds for crops and the establishment of im 
proved houses, The work is being done entirely by Egyptian personnel and 
an entirely Egyptian society, Fuad Pasha is ready to assist the Mission in 
any way possible and gave me a personal letter to His Majesty, King Ibn Saud. 
This I delivered to the Finance Minister for transmittal to the King May 16th. 
On May 2lst I received a note from King Ibn Saud thanking me for the letter 
and stating he was writing Fuad Pasha direct. 


The friendly cooperation of Egyptians, especially of large societies 
such as the above, is, I think, greatly to be desired, (For many years there- 
~hes- been friction between Egypt and Saudi daalehees) 


Through Mr. Jones we met H. Enan Bey, Undersecretary of Agriculture. 
He was intensely interested in the work of the Mission and showed us his 
newly developed 103 acre farm home on the northwestern outskirts of Cairo. 


On April l4th, Colonel G. de Gaury, probably British Intelligence 
Service, lunched with me, also his assistant, Capt. Pat Uniacke. They had 
just returned from a trip to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia with H.B.M. H. S. Bird. 
De Gaury is a very able Arabic student and traveller. Cyril Ousman, British 
Vice~Consul at Jeddah, was also on the above trip to Riyadh and came to 
Cairo, I introduced him to Mr. Kirk. 





As Mr. Kirk was requested to await certain news from Washington, 
it was decided that Mr, James C. Moose, Jr., Charge d' Affaires, American 
Legation, Jeddah, Mr. Wathen, and Mr. Hamilton should proceed by ship to 
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Jeddah to await word as to when to meet Mr. Kirk and myself at kiyadh., 

Mr. Kirk planned to travel there by air. On April 15th, the Mission called 
om Sheikh Fouzan, the Saudi Arab Government's representative in Cairo. ‘We 
had called on him the day after we arrived from Washington, and, as usual, 
Sheikh Fouzan was most cordial and issued instructions that Saudi Arabian 


visas be given us gratus immediately. On April 17th the party left Cairo 
for Suez and Jeddah, 








On April 2lst I visited units and works of the Inland Water Trans— 
port of the British Army. ( Excellent work is being done to use the Nile and 
canals to relieve shipping conditions bétween Port Sudan, Kostér, Suez, Port 
Said, and Alexandria. Construction and repatr work could be very greatly 
expedited by the use of American pneumatic and electric drills, saws, riveters, 
eesmmadinaed | 


On May 9th, the party of Minister Kirk left for Saudi Arabia. Kin 
gle DC=—3 paratroop carrying plane, ie left at 6:17 A.M. and "‘Santiat ah 
Nabanive ~Traq.at 11:03, where we remained for 47 minutes, and then took off 
for Bahrein where we landed at 3:32 P.M. The Bahrein Petroleum Company were 
most hospitable in entertaining and housing the entire party of ten, The 
next day we left Bahrein at 1:58 P.M. and landed at King Ibn Saud's camp 
near Bir Rumah at 3:40 P.M. where we were greeted by the Finance Minister, 
Sheikh Abdulla Suleiman al Hamdan. At 6:00 P.M. His Majesty received and- 
welcomed us in front of his great tent.) 





At 5:00 P.M. on May llth Minister Kirk formally presented to His 
Majesty, King Ibn Saud, the U. S. Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, 
The King expressed great appreciation and said he felt sure the work and 
advice of the Mission would be of immense benefit to his country. 


At 7:30 P.M. the Finance Minister sent a car for me, and in his 
tent I outlined general plans and itinerary. He was most interested and 
agreed, except that he thought more time would be required on the Al Hasa 
district, 


The following is the itinerary tentatively decided upon, although 
it is to be understood that the times to be spent at various places may vary 
greatly from this estimate: 


May 28 Leave Al Khar j 

e Riyadh 

n 29 Dhahran (California Arabian Standard Oil Company camp) 
June 3 Bahrein 

rn | Dhahran 

n 6 68 Qatif 

s 6g Dammam coast 

" 10—17 Hofuf, including Jabrin 

"1821 To Riyadh, via Enjabea 


nm 2230 Al Kharj. 


“ly 


July 26 Lai'la — Wadi Dawasir 
" 9 Garia in Rub! Al Khali 
"  l1-18 Nejran 
n  19—23 Nejran to Abha Asir 


" 23—31 Abha 
August 16 Abha, Mesghie, Tihama 
" T=9 Jizan 
. lOm14 Jizan, Aqubat Dthila, Abha 
" 1525 Abha to Taif 
i" 26-27 Taif to Mahad Dahab 
. 2B—31 j# Jeddah, including Wadi Fatima 


Sept. l+4 Jeddah, including Wadi Fatima 
" 4§ Rabigh 
n 866 Mastura 
i" 7 Yenbo 
A © et Yenbo Nakhil 
n LO—15 Ain Eines and Wadi Jizal 


"  — 16—20 Al Ula and Medaine Saleh 
"  — QBD=-30 Anaiza and vicinity 
October l=13 Hail and vicinity to Duwadami 
"  lhe2O Al Kharj and Riyadh 
" 21—25 To Jeddah 
"= 6-26 Leave Jeddah for Cairo 


On the morning of May 12th all the Kirk party went by car 83 miles 
to Riyadh and took up quarters in Bediah, the usual euest house which is a 
part of the palace of Crown Prince Saud. 


The various audiences, lunches, and dinners with His Majesty, King 
Ibn Saud, Amir Saud, and Amir Feisal are undoubtedly most adequately detailed 
in reports you have already received from the office of Minister Kirk. 


On May lith, at the invitation of the Minister of Finance, Sheikh 
Abdulla Suleiman Al Hamdan, we left Bediah Palace and Riyadh for Al Kharj. 
\ Sheikh Abdulla met us at the city walls and accompanied us. Minister Kirk, 
\ with his party, had left the previous evening for the air field at Bir Rumah . 





In addition to the U. S. Agricultural Mission there was a British 
party consisting of Major Le Blanc from G.H.G., Cairo, Cyril Ousman, Vice~ 
Consul at Jeddah, and Mr, Walker, also from the British Legation at Jeddah. 
Major Le Blanc had been sent to study the transportation problems and require— 
ments of King Ibn Saud and conditions in Saudi Arabia. He hopes to arrange 
considerable assistance in various types of equipment, as well as defenses 
of Bahrein and perhaps the oil field at Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. The defense 
\ oe ee sanine is still problematical as this country is still officially 
\ neutral, 


Al Khar j 


_ A house had been especially fitted up for the Mission at Al Khar 3 
where we arrived at 6:40 P.M., May 14, 1942. 


As previously mentioned, A. L. Wathen am J. G. Hamilton have 
written a detailed memorandum report for guidance of some of the operations 
at Al Kharj. This report is being translated into Arabic and will be sent 
at once to Sheikh Abdulla Suleiman at Al Kharj as the work recommended 
should be cammenced immediately. 


The Al Kharj project is a reclamation plan initiated entirely 
by the Finance Minister about three and one-half years ago lying 58 miles 
to the south of Riyadh. The California Arabian Standard Oil Company has 
been of vital assistance in having geological, topographical, and general 
surveys and reports made by its geologists amd other staff members. It has 
also furnished much pumping and tractor equipment, The Saudi Arabian Mining 
Syndicate, Ltd., has ordered and purchased on behalf of the Saudi Arabian 
Government various agricultural equipment, including tractors. 


The area under irrigation and cultivation at present is 2,500 acres, 
but there is an ultimate possibility of ten times this area if the great pits 
at Al Kharj can provide sufficient water. 


The main crops are dates, wheat, and alfalfa, but sufficient preen 
vegetables are being grown to assist materially the diet at the palaces in 
Riyadh. About 1500 men are employed on the Al Khar} project at present and 
more are soon expected for work on the 15 mile irrigation canal. 


Saudi Arabia has imported the bulk of its foodstuffs in the past 
few centuries, but there are evidences of ancient gardens and cultivation 
in many places. 


The two great sources of water at Al Khar j have not been used as 
far as can be seen as pumps for the lifts of 15 to 25 feet were not avail- 
able, The amount of water is still unknown, The pits are approximately 
300 feet in diameter and 420 feet deep. There is also a considerable amount 
of shallow well and spring water, and accordingly, it is believed the ultimate 
aim of 25,000 acres is not unreasonable. At the present time, when shipping 
space is so vital to the war effort, all the foods which can be grown in 
Saudi Arabia will release shipping space for war material by that amount of 
tonnage. 


From May 14 to 27th the Al Kharj area was examined by the Mission. 
Also, the 1800 acre project at Khafs Daghara, 28 miles south of Al Kharj, 
was visited. This latter area is better wheat land, and a crop is now ready 
for threshing. The Finance Minister initiated this project also, and in the 
eight months since commencing work he has made a marvellous showing. 


Mr. E. L. Wathen has been studying the irrigation and drainage 
problems while Mr. J. G. Hamilton has been investigating the crops. At Al 
Kharj the drainage is immediately essential as a small part of the area is 
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already water—logged and much alkali is appearing which will soon ruin 
the crops unless drainage is instituted. Fortunately, it has been proven 
by the tests we have conducted that mich of this area can be drained, and 
plans have been outlined to the Finance Minister, It is gratifying that 
the Mission has already been able to be of actual practical benefit to 
this country, 


Details of crops, crop rotation, planting calendar, use of water, 
and removal of weeds are being given to the Finance Minister for use at 
Al Khar}. 





On May 27th we left Al Kharj by car. At the outskirts of Riyadh 
a car from His Majesty awaited us and accompanied us to the Maruba Palace 
as we were told the King would see us immediately. We had a very cordial 
interview of 20 minutes in which the King again expressed his pratitude to 
President Roosevelt and the American Government for the Mission, {Prinee 
Feisal was also present, but as ushal, in the presence of his father he did 
nét--participate in the conversation. ~ a 










The King invited us to —_— at Bedialt Palace, and we did so in 
company with a Mr, Higginbot tom, Political Resident of Kuwait, who had just 
completed a two _day visit to His Majesty. He said that Minister Bird of 
Jeddah had suggested that he call on the King and see Riyadh as~a matter of 
generat interest. He said he had no message nor mission of any kind ~to 


_acéompli sh, / 


e proceeded to Dhahran, Al Hasa, arriving at-+h 
—_the.California Arabian Standard Oil Conpany on May 29th. Tha distance by. 
-our—_speedometer. was 635. kilometers or 394-miles from Bediah Palace, Riyadh. 





Dhahran, Al Hasa, Saudi Arabia 





Mr, Charles E, Davis, Acting General Manager of the California 
Arabian Standard Oil Company, and his staff gave us a most cordial welcome. 
A wonderfully comfortable air conditioned house was assigned for our use. 


From May 28th to 3lst we studied maps and data which were most 
valuable and informative in all respects. The areas of Al Hasa and Nejd 
have been examined, mapped, and reported upon by the oil company geologists. 
Mr, Davis submitted all reports concerning water and possible cultivable 
areas, and two of the geologists who had made many of the reports gave us 
many additional details and opinions. As a result of the latter it is likely 
we shall visit the oasis of Jabrin, 350 kilometers south of Hofuf. King Ibn 
Saud planted an Ikhwan settlement there, but it failed because of malaria. 
It is possible we may be able to investigate sufficiently to form a plan for 
drainage and destruction of the mosquitoes, 


ota! Jom 


I shall send reports covering as nearly as possible the monthly 


periods, as you requested. 


Yours very truly, 
SLI Jw 


K. S. TWITCHELL, Chief, 
U.S. Agricultural Mission 
to Saudi Arabia. 






From; 

| KeSeTwitchell, 
c/o U.S.Legation, 
Jedda, Hedjaz, 
Saudi Arabia. 


via Air Mail 
o Dip’ Povcks 


-ne Secretary of State, 
State De artment , 
Washington, 
DeCes 
UeSsAc 








In reply refer to 





My dear Mr. Collie”: 
As of interest, there is enclosed herewith # copy 


of the main substance of a report dated June 1, 1942, 





which has been received from Mr. K. 3. Twitehell, Chief, 
United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, of 
whieh Mr. A. L. Wathen of the Department of the Interior 
and Mr. J. @. Hamilton of the Department of Agriculture 
are nembers. 


Sincerely yours, 





Por the Secretary of State: 





Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 








Eneolosure: 





Report from 
K. 3. Twitchell, 
oan 1, 1942. 








aie 13 5 iv 
Mr. dom Collier, 


Commissioner of Indian Affaire, 
Department of the Interior. 
:DF =—s—i“‘é?'/'12:1/ 42 lw ft 
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In ly refer to 
NE 890F.61A/33 





As of interest, there is enclosed herewith a copy 
of the main substance of a report dated June 1, 1942, 





whieh has been received from Mr. K. 3. Twitehell, Chief, 
United States Agricultural Mission to Saudi Arabia, of 





whieh Mr. A. L. Wathen of the Department of the Interior 
and Mr. J. G. Hamilton of the Department of Agriculture 





are members. 
Sincerely yours, 


Por the Secretary of State: 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Rastern Affaire 





Eneolosure! 


Prom Mr, K. 5S. Twitchell, 
Report dated June 1, 1942. 


Malph H. Allee, 







Department of Agriculture. 
at: Ped 7/11/42 
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U, S, AGRICULTURAL MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 





June 1, 1942 


The Secretary of State 
Washington, D.C. 


M3 


sir: 


I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
general instructions dated March 19, 1942 received at 
Cairo, Egypt, May 1, 1942. 


I herewith submit a report of the Mission to date, 
Messrs, A.L,. Wathen and J, G, Hamilton have written simple 
memorandum reports for tne benefit of the Saudi Arab Govern- 
ment in its development of its Al Kharj project, The es- 
sentials of these and future memoranda reports will be 
included in the final complete report of the Mission, unless 
you instruct «ctherwise, It is intended to nave several 
copies of the above report printed in Cairo in both Arabic 
end English and distributed as the Saudi Arab Government 
may indicate, It is hoped that the recommendatione ani’ data 
contained therein will serve as a guide for much future 
agricultural development, 


ee /¥ 194963 





rin from Washington, D.C, te Saud, BDL ° 





Rivyac 





At Heliopolis, Mr, Jacobs, from the American Legation, 
Cairo, welcomed us, He had arranged comfortable accommo- 
dations for us at Shephards Hotel, Cairo, 


On Friday, March 27, the Mission met Alexander Kirk,Esq., 
Minister to Egypt and Saudi Arabia at the American Legation, 
Cairo, We had a most cordial and delightful interview, 


At 11:00 A,M,, March 28th, 1 called on General Maxwell 
as arranged by Mr. Kirk, At General Maxwell's office I 
met Colonel Duke and Colonel Oliver, With them I went over 
my maps of Arabia and discussed various details as to land- 
ing fields and conditions regarding water, transport facili- 
ties, and political districts. A cable was then drafted and 
sent to Washington, 


On 


—D- 

On April 1, Mr. Lewis Jones, American Commercial 
Attache, arranged for us to meet Mr. Kahn, Chief of Middle 
East Supply Center. He called in Major Fleming, Captain 
Hodder, and Mr. Trouncer, All were much interested in our 
Mission and eager to assist in our obtaining information on 
Egypt which might be useful for Saudi Arabia, All are most 
anxious that the Domestic production of foodstuffs in Saudi 
Arabia be increased so that shipping tonnage may be saved 
for other purposes, 


On april 2nd we visited the Egyptian Government cotton 
research plant and wheat experimental gardens, Mr, Jas, 
Philp promised to make up a batch of various seeds which 
Mr, Hamilton thought might be beneficial to Saudi Arabia, 
These seeds are now with us with the exception of those 
which we have planted at Al Khar}, 


On April 5th Fuad Abaza Pasha, Director General of the 
Royal Avricultural Society of Egypt, called for us to visit 
the large Arab horse farm, experimental gardens, and com- 
mercial crops fields, This society is doing wonderfully 
effective work in maintaining tne pure blooded Areb horse, 
also in distributing improved seeds for crops and the es- 
tablishment of improved houses, The work is veing done 
entirely by Egyptian personnel and an entirely Egyptian 
society. Fuad Pasha is ready to assist the Mission in any 
way possible and gave me a personalletter to His Majesty, 
King Ibn Saud, This I delivered to the Finance Minister 
for transmittal to the King May 16th. On May 2lst I re- 
ceived a note from King Ibn Saud thanking me for tne letter 
and stating he was writing Fuad Pasha direct. 


The friendly cooperation of Egyptians, especially of 
large societies such as the above, is, I think, greatly to 
be desired, 


Through Mr. Jones we mét H, Enan Bey, Undersecretary 
of Agriculture, He was intensely interested in the work of 
the Mission and showed us his newly developed 103 acre 
farm home on the northwestern outskirts of Cairo, 


On April 14th, Colonel G. de Gaury, prebeably British 

}, lunched with me, also his assistant, 

Capt. Pat Uniacke. They had just returned from a trip to. 

Riyadh, saudi Arabia with HBM, H,. 8S. Bird, De Gaury is a 
very able Arabic student and traveller, Cyril Ousman, 

British Vice-Consul et Jeddah, was also on the above trip 


TO 
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to Riyadh and came to Cairo, I introduced him to Mr. Kirk. 


As Mr, Kirk was requested to await certain news from 
Washington, it was decided that Mr. James C, Moose, Jr. 
Charge a! Affaires, American Legation, Jeddah, Mr. Wathen, 
and Mr. Hamilton should proceed by ship to Jeddah to await 
word as to when to meet Mr. Kirk and myself at Riyadh, 

Mr, Kirk planned to travel there by air. On April 15th, 

the Mission called on Sheikh Fouzan, the Saudi Arab Govern- 
ment's representative in Cairo. We "had called on him the 
day after we arrived from Washington, and, as usual, Sheikh 
Fouzan was most cordial and issued instructions that Naudi 
Arabian visas be given us gratus immediately. On April 17th 
the party left Cairo for Suez and Jeddah, 


At 5:00 P.M, on May llth Minister Kirk formally pre- 
sented to His Majesty, King lbn Saud, the U.S, Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia, The King expressed great appreci- 
ation and said he felt sure the work and advice of the 
Mission would be of immense benefit to his country. 


At 7:30 P.M, the Finance Minister sent a car for me, 
and in his tent I outlined general plans and itinerary, 
He was most interested and agreed, except that he thought 
more time would be required on the Al Hasa district, 


The rollowing is the itinerary tentatively decided 
upon, although it is to be understood that the times to 
be spent at various places may vary greatly from this esti- 
mate: 


May 28 Leave Al Khar} 

" 29 Dhahran (California Arabian Standard 
O11 Company camp) 
June 3 Bahrein 

= ¥ Dhahran. 

. 8 Qatif 

. 9 Damman coast 

" 10-17 Hofuf, including Jabrin 

" 18-21 To Riyadh, via Enjabea 

" 22-30 Al Khar} 

July 2-8 Lai'la - Wadi Dawasir 

. g Garia in Rub! Al Khali 

" 11-18 Nejran 

" 19-23 Nejran to Abha Asir 

" 23-31 Abha 


August 


= 


7 - 9 Jizan 

10-14 Jizan, Aqubat Dthila, Abha 
. 15-25 Abha to Taif 
. 26-27 Taif tc Mahad Dahab 


August 1-6 Abha, Mesghie, Tihama 
i 


_* 28-31 Jeddah, including Wadi Fatima 
Sept. 1-4 Jeddah, including Wadi Fatima 
. 6 Rabigh 
‘ 6 Mastura 
. 7 — Yenbo 
" 8-9 Yenbo Nakhil 


10-15 Ain “ines and Wadi Jizal 
“ 16-20 Al Ula and Medaine Saleh 
‘ 20-30 Anaiza and vicinity 
October 1-13 Hail and vicinity to Duwadami 
. 14-20 Al Khar} and Riyadh 
‘ 21-25 To Jeddah 
“ 26 Leave Jeddah for Cairo 


Al Khar} 


A house had been especially fitted up for the Mission 
at Al Kharj where we arrived at 6:40 P.M,, May 14, 1942, 


As previously mentioned, A, L. Wathen and J, G, Hamilton 
have written a detailed memorandum report for guidance of 
some of the operations at Al Khar}, This report is being 
translated into Arabic and will be sent at once to Sheikh 
Abdulla Suleiman at Al Khar} as the work recommended should 
be commenced immediately. 


The Al Kharj project is a reclamation plan initiated 
entirely by the Finance Minister about tnree and one-half 
years ago lying 58 miles to the south of Riyadh, The 
California Arabian Standard Oil Company has been of vital 
assistance in having geological, topographical, and general 
surveys and reports made by its geologists and other staff 
members, tlt has also furnished much pumping and tractor 
equipment. The Saudi Arabian Mining Syndicate, Ltd., has 
ordered and purchased on behalf of the Saudi Arabian Govern- 
ment various agricultural equipment, including tractors, 


The area under irrigation and cultivation at present 
is 2,500 acres, but there is an ultimate vossibility of ten 
times this area if the great pits at Al Kharj can provide 
sufficient water. 


The 
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The main crops are dates, wheat, and alfalfa, but 
sufficient green vegetables are being grown to assist ma- 
terially the diet at the palaces in Riyadh, About 1500 
men are employed on the Al Kharj project at present and 
more are soon expected for work on the 15 mile irrigation 
canal, 


Saudi Arabia has imported the bulk of its foodstuffs 
in the past few centuries, but there are evicencepof ancient 
gardens and cultivation in many pleces, 


The two great sources of water at Al Knarj have not 
been used as far as can be seen as vnumps for the lifts of 
15 to 25 feet were not available, The amount of water is 
still unknown. The pits are approximately 300 feet in dia- 
meter and 420 feet deep. There is also a considerable 
amount of shallow well and spring water, and accordingly, 
it is believed the ultimate aim of 25,000 acres is not un= 
reasonable, At the present time, wnen shipping space ic 
so vital to the war effort, all the foods which can be 
grown in Saudi Arabia will release shipping space for war 
material by that amount of tonnage, 


From May 14 to 27th the Al Kharj area was examined by 
the Mission, Also, the 1800 acre project at Khafs Daghare, 
28 miles south of Al Kharj, wes visited, Thie latter area 
is better wheat land, and a crop is now ready for threshing. 
The Finance Minister initiated this project also, and in the 
eight months since commencing work he has made a marvellous 
chowing, . 


Mr, E, L, Wathen has been studying the irrigation and 
drainage problems while Mr. J. G, Hamilton has been investi- 
gatines the crops, At Al Kharj the drainage is immediately 
essential as a small part of the area is already water-loggeed 
and much alkali is appearing which will socn ruin the crops 
unless drainage is instituted, Fortunately, it has been 
proven by the tests we have conducted that much of this area 
can be drained, and plans have been outlined to the Finance 
Minister. It is gratifying that the Mission has already 
been able to be of actual practical benefit to this country, 





Details of crops, croprwmtation, plenting calendar, use 
of water, and removal of weeds are being given to the Finance 
Minister for use at Al Knarj, 





Al 
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On May 27th we left Al Kharj by car, At the outekirte 
of Riyadh a car from His Majesty awaited us and accompanied 
us to the Maruba Palace as we were told the King would see 
us immediately. We had a very cordial interview of 20 
minutes in wnich the King again expressed his gratitude to 
President Roosevelt and the American Government for the 
Mission, 
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Mr, Charles E, Davis, Acting General Manager of the 
California Arabian Standard O11 Company, and his staff 
gave us a most cordial welcome, A wonderiully comfortable 
alr conditioned house was assipxned for our use, 


From May 28th to 3Slst we studied maps and data which 
were most valuable and informative in all respects, The 
areas of Al Hasa and Nejd have been examined, mapped, and 
reported upon by tne oil company geologists, Mr, Davis 
submitted all reports concerning water and possible culti- 
vable areas, and two of the geologists who had made many 
of the reports gave us many additional details and opinions, 
As a result of the latter it 18 likely we shall visit the 
oasis of Jabrin, 350 kilometers south of Hofuf, Kiny Ibn 
Saud planted an Ikhwan settlement there, but it failed 
because of malaria, It is pogesible we may be able to in- 
vestigate sufficiently to form a plan for drainage and 
destruction of the mosquitoes, 


Jina A0h" Ma 


I shall send reports covering as nearly as possible 
the monthly periods, as ‘you requested, 


Yours very truly, 
K, S. TWITCHELL, Chief, 


U, S, Agricultural Mission 
to Saudi Arabia, 


CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 





SUBJECT Ae Le Wathen and J. G. Hamilton, members of the Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia: 


Arrive in Jidda on afternoon of April 22 on board the SS TAIF 
and werd installed in the staff quarters of the Saudi Arabian 
Mining Syndicate. 
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For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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DIVISION OF 6 _ 


MEAK CASTERN AFFAIRS 
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= nse RECEIVED We S , 


JUL TM gas ° ) 


. My DIVISION OF BW 
SMICATIONS AND SE ae 
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There was duly received vour June 30, NE 8 F.61 1/19, relative 
to a shipment of seed arproximating 50 tons oririnatine in California 
and Arizona for shipment to the Saudi ‘rab Governmente 







a 


Dear Mr. Allinz: 


The present reil rate from velifornia or ‘Arizona, less cerload 
is ®5.05 per 100 pounds; carload, subject to a minimum of 60,000 
pounds, 99¢ per 100 pounds. These rates cover crains. If there 
is to be a larve assortment of sarden seeds, corn, hear, tomatoes, 
etce, they will be hicher.e 


The present ocersr rate to Ras Tanura, Jidda, or Port Sudan, 
when vessels ere cellins at these rorts, is °27.00 per 2,240 pounds- 
plus present war surcharce of 47%. # 


Insurance rates quoted today are °1.37+ per +@@—pounds declered 
covering all risks=- excluding war, plus $22.50 for war, makins a 
total of $23.87% per $100.00 declarede The Department may wish to 
contect the Insurance Section, War Shippines Administration, Washirgton, 
reletive to having that unit cover war risk as the rate should be corm 
siderably less than °22.50. 


We do not anticipete any handling charve in New York Farhbor 
unless we are confronted with demurra”e while aweitin: vessel heinse - 
placed on berthe 


1 « 


cw, 
It may be that the Department could obtain permission from the ! 
War Department through the North Atlantic Division, ". S. Engineers, & 
to accept the seed for transportation to Vessawa on an Army Trensport® 
supply ship without charge, as » courtesy to the Saudi Arab Governmente 


Sincerely yours, 


—¢- 
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Ue 8. mabe iemch, ae, 


Mr. Paul H. Allings, 
Chief, Division of Near 
Bastern Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washineton, D. C. 
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Mr. 
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if the Department perceives no objection, the seed should be 
addressed “AMERICAN LEGATION, JIDDA, SAUDI ARABIA," 





When the seed is packed ready for shipment at place of orifin 
the suppliers should notify this Agency, at which time we will designate 
when to start enroute to avoid demurrare charges at port of embarkation. 


4 If financial arrangements are to be made through the Guaranty 
Trust | Company, New York, they should be instructed to honor —— 
of this Avency for ocean freicht and other shipping costs 








<= 
‘oward “n@e 
Ue Se Despatch Agent 
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My dear Mra. Twitchell: 
I am returning the material forwarded with your 
letter of July 9, 1942, as I do not believe that your 
husband could possibly make use of it in Saudi Arabia. 
I presume that material of thie sort was of interest 
to him prior to his departure when he wae engaged in 
securing priorities for the release and shipment of 





various supplies to the Mining Syndicate. 


Sincerely yours, 


de. P. Merriam 
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(°} , 
Mra. K. S. Twitchell, b 


275 South Prospect Street, 








Burlington, Vermont. 
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. = reply refer to 











WE 890F.614/38 hy, 
~. 
My dear Mr. Allee: ee 
There is enclosed herewith a copy of a tele ‘ 
gram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received C 
from the Chargé d'iffaires at Jidda, regarding the a 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. ei 
According to an itinerary recently received, the 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return 
journey to the United States toward the end of October. 
Sincerely yours, 
"Tl 
a: 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Rastern Affairs 


Bnelo sure: 


As stated. | 






uy, Ralph H. ‘eet 








Office of Forei Agricultural Relations, 
Department riculture, 
Washington, D « Be 
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My dear Mrs. Twitchell: 
There is enclosed herewith a paraphrase of a 
telegram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 


























from the Chargé d'affaires at Jidda, regarding the a 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural * 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. 

According to an itinerary recently received, the i 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabla for the return journey - 
to the United States toward the end of October. O 

Sineerely yours, > 
, _— 
Chief, Division of hear astern Affaire 
Enclosure: 
Paraphrase as 
x 
Mrs. K. 8. Twitchell, \ 
273 South Prospect Street, a \ 





Burlington, Vermont. 
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My dear Mrs. Wathen: 





There is enclosed herewith a paraphrase of a 
telegram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 
from the Chargé d'affaires at Jidda, regarding the 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. 

According to an itinerary recently received, the 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return journey 
to the United States toward the end of October. 


Sincerely yours, 





Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern affairs 





Bnelosure : 


Paraphrase as 
stated. 








Mea, A. L. Wathen, 
- 2201 Military Road, 
\- Horth Arlington, Virginia. 
NEtGPMsBLS 7/21/42 
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In reply refer to 
we & 14/38 
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Mrs. 
My dear Hamilton: 


There is enclosed herewith a paraphrase of a 
telegram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 




















OO 
(0 
from the Charg6 d'affaires at Jidda, regarding the O 
7 
work and personnel of the United States Agricultural . 
O 
Mission to Saudi Arabia. _ 
According to an itinerary recently received, the “s 
Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return journey a 
to the United States toward the end of October. 
Sincerely yours, 
“ae 
n 
U 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 


Enelosuret 


Paraphrase as 
stated. 


Mrs, J. Ge Hamilton, JUL At 


c/o Mrs, W. N, Harshman, 
1385 West 39th Street 
Los Angeles, California. 


niche BLS 7/21/42 















euly a, 1942 


we B90F 61A/38 


My dear Mr. McCaskill: 





There is enclosed herewith a copy of a tele- 


gram dated July 15, 1942, which has been received 





from the Charg4 d'affaires at Jidda, regarding the 





work and personnel of the United States Agricultural 





Mission to Saudi Arabia. 
According to an itinerary recently received, the 


Mission plans to leave Saudi Arabia for the return 





journey to the United States toward the end of October. 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul H. Alling 
Chief, Division of Near HKastern Affairs 


Enelosure: 


As stated. 





Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D. ©. 


c py 
nf M:BLS 7/21/42 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
BH —_—______lidda 
This telegram must be in AE 
paraphrased before being Dated July 15, ie a 
communicated to anyone FROM 
Other than e Governmental Ree'd 7450 GoMe, stir Cpl 
acencye (BR) ae 













a >, bound 
Secretary oi State, Ve, P f 
i 
Washinstone J f 


Ol, July 15, 5 pem. 

The foll owing, message is transmitted for 
Twitehell now at Dhahran. 

"Returned to Dhahran from Hafuf Jobrin Crip 


July le. Kecommencations being mace to Saudi- 

t. 
Arabien Government which would increase date Sro¢g 
| _ os F 
duction and cecrease malaria in Jobrin oasis » 


—— 


~ ~ r pret 
also that would increase productivity in Hufys 


e¢c/Y¥19° 4306 


oasis and improvement of present 27,000 acres by 
more efficicnt drainage and on areas approximating 
0,VJ0O0 acres cach by use and reeuse of drainage water 
with ultimate use of artesian wells if possible. 
SeudieAreb Governnent already bentfiting Same areas 
by using crainage methods advised ty mission. 
Reception everywhere very cordial end cooperative. 
Hamiltion and Wathen now entirely recovered perfect 


health. Hoping proceed Riya Ohalkhar} and Aflaj; 


NTU / 2d 


leaving Dhahran about July 19". 
MOOSE 


WSB 


PARAPHRASE 
of seetinsienlan™ pane. July 15, 1942 
no. 31 


Secretary of State, 





Wa shington * 


The Legation transmits the following message for 
Twitchell who is now at Dhahran: 


On July 12 we returned to Dhahran from the trip to 
Horuf and Jobrin. The Saudi Arabian Government will soon 
receive recommendations from us looking to decreasing 
malaria and increasing date production in the Jobrin oasis, 
also to increasing the productiveness of the Hofuf oasis 
and improving the present acreage of 27,000 acres by better 
drainage and of areas of about 5,000 acres each by using and 
re-using drainage water, ultimately, if possible, with the 
use of artesian wells. By using drainage methods advised 
by the Mission, the Saudi Arab Government is already benefit- 
ing the same areas. We have had a cordial and cooperative 
reception everywhere. Wathen and Hamilton are now in perfect 
pore ag eg entirely recovered. We hope to leave Dhahran 








about July 19 in order to proceed to Riyadh, Al Kharj and 
Aflaj. 
890F .61A/38 
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wean 7/21/42 





7 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 





July 15, 1942. “oo 


i “a, : 
owas fa ab 
2 a . ; 
\ . 
be ae | stile ¥ac% < 


; i MEE gy. tl cet Pil “a FP py 
Ur .-Peui H. Alling ° 
Chief, Division of Near 

Kastern Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 

















6£/V1I9°4068 





Dear Mr. Alling: 


In Mr. Allee's temporary absence from the office, I am 
replying to your letter of June 27 (NE 890F.614/31) which 
enclosed a letter from James S. Moose, Jr., American Chargé 
G'Affaires ad interim at Jidda, in which he requested cut- 
tings of tamarisk for Saudi Arabia. 


We have taken this matter up with the U.S. Plant Introduc- 
tion Garden, Coconut Grove, Florida, and we have been 
advised that the cuttings will be supplied in the near 








future, taking steps to see that the material is sent in ~ 
accordance with the inetructions contained in Mr. Moose's 
letter. 
- 
Sincerely yours, a 
be 
ce 
Ss 
IND 





Assistant Director 


ZAA/Sd 
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